Essay types
There are numerous types of
academic writing, each of which
contains intrinsic features. In the
following section, we will shortly and
clearly explain the basic components
of the ﬁve most common types
of academic essays.

Let’s start with some general information and deﬁnitions. An essay is deﬁned
as a type of writing in which an author discusses an issue in question from
a certain perspective. Based on this perspective, he or she can compose
argumentative, comparison & contrast, or research papers. Sometimes, they
may be tasked to create an annotated bibliography, a literature review, a case
study, and personal statement essays, which might seem easier to write.
Nonetheless, they also have a set of requirements.

Common structure:
introduction, body,
conclusion
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A Research paper leads to an
f-grade if:
No thesis is provided.
Paragraphs are too short or contain
mixed ideas.

importantly

Research paper
(the simple version)
Systemization is a crucial part of a
simple research paper. Therefore,
research papers should have a clear
introduction, main body, and
conclusion. The main feature of this
type of writing is conducting thorough
research on the issue in question.

What works for a research paper
Accuracy and precision - facts,
statistics, evidence, outcomes of
investigations, studies, experiments.
Interconnection - all the arguments
should adhere to the thesis statement;
transitional devices are handy in
ensuring coherence.
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Headings - separating ideas using
headings as well as subheadings
provides clarity and academic thought
arrangement.

The arguments are shallow,
not developed, not concluded;
no transitions are given—you let your
thoughts be erratic.
In the conclusion, you say,
“I explored\This essay explored,” “We
can conclude,” and other similar phrases
that do not highlight the importance
of the research.
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Usually has 2-4 paragraphs; paragraph
#1 - topic sentence where you give
a supporting claim that adheres to your
thesis statement - credible facts,
examples, statistics - support your
stance by referring to sources, quote if
needed - Concluding sentence - wrap
up the idea and create a logical
transition to the
next argument.

Argumentative
essay
From the name of the essay, it is clear
that arguments must be given,
explained, and supported in this type
of writing. What diﬀerentiates this
paper from other types is that each
paragraph should contain a speciﬁc
and accurate argument with
evidence to back up claims.

Introduction –
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1

Hook - a statement that brieﬂy explains
the idea of the paper and attracts the
reader’s attention.

2

General information about the topic do not be too general, and indicate the
information that will smoothly lead you
to your thesis statement.

3

Thesis statement - state the position,
which is the argument you are going
to explore in the essay's body.

Paragraph structure remains, while
the arguments change.

Conclusion:
1

General information to remind the
reader of the paper’s theme.

2

Brief synthesis of the key ideas.

3

Restated thesis statement. NOTE!
Confronting the “So what?” question
in the conclusion is crucial - explain why
this topic
is important and why should anybody
care about its further research.
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Persuasive essay
What is the Feature? - Know the Audience unlike an argumentative essay, where the
audience does not make a diﬀerence, in a
persuasive essay, you should clearly deﬁne
your readers to know how to inﬂuence
their emotions.
Imagine having a debate when your mate
says eating fats is wrong while being
on a diet; you, on the other hand,
try to convince him that no fats at all might
lead to a series of health problems. Well,
this series is incorporated in the essay’s
body using persuasive tools called ethos,
pathos, and logos.

Solid thesis statement –
Key towards setting the theme of the paper
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For instance, explain that cutting on fats not
only leads to health issues such
as diabetes and heart attacks, but can also
cause obesity if not consumed
in a proper amount.

Structure:
Paragraph #1,2,3.. - informative topic
sentence, a chain of evidence to defend
the stance, conclude and create
a transition.

Logos –
evidence and reasons - no better way
to convince the reader in a persuasive
essay than to give facts, statistics,
research outcomes.

Pathos –
manipulate reader’s emotions - referring
to the proposed example, this tool can
be fulﬁlled by indicating terrible
statistics of people who decided to fully
eradicate fats - what consequence did
this action bring? How diﬃcult was it to
recover? Will they ever be in a normal
health condition again?

Ethos –
life-based argument - persuasion works
best when an experience is mentioned let your reader know why you can
be trusted, which might include your
experience with the issue or the fact
that you are qualiﬁed.

ideline
u
G

Gu

i d e li n e

Compare and
contrast essay
As we discussed above, a typical
academic essay is composed
of three core parts: an introduction,
a main body, and a conclusion.
For compare and contrast papers,
we have two options for organizing the
main body: point-by-point and the
block approach.

Block approach
3 aspects must be provided for 2
subjects = 6 paragraphs in total

Point-by-point approach
3 paragraphs - each analyzed 3 aspects
for each 2 subjects
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Annotated
bibliography
An annotated bibliography is a paper
that gives a brief summary
of the sources which will be used
in further research. According
to the requirements, one source should
comprise of 1-2 paragraphs with the
reference included at the beginning.
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Paragraph structure:
reference in the required format
(as in any essay type, it is not included
in the paper’s word count)
source’s main theme - what is the
purpose, importance, and outcome
a piece of information about the author
- what does he or she do, what
specialization and experience in the
ﬁeld does he or she has
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relevance to the particular research explain what information from the
material will be used for the issue
in question; do not be too limited provide statistics or other credible facts
from the source
if necessary, compare this material
with others

Non-obligatory to Include:
introduction - usually, an annotated
bibliography does not require
a writer to include it, unless a customer
requested; if needed, explain why the
following sources will be useful and
what beneﬁts they have
thesis statement
conclusion - you provide a concluding
sentence like the last one within
paragraphs so no general conclusion
needed

ideline
u
G

Gu

i d e li n e

Case Study (CS)
This writing piece is similar to Q-A
(question-answer) type of papers;
however, the CS requires a writer
to answer questions based on the
given case study.
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Required information:
1

Thesis statement.

2

Introduction - deﬁne the problem within
the CS, explain the importance of the
issue, research the question (provide
arguments similar to the ones in the
research paper).

3

Literature review - despite analyzing
one case, you should look at other
sources which might be used in
resolving the problem stated in the CS.

4

Methodology - research rationale,
participants, limitations, and procedures.

5

Findings and discussion - state your
ﬁndings and conclude them; do not
forget to connect your ﬁndings to the
research question. Explain how they can
be important.

6

Conclusion - thesis statement restated,
summarize the key points. “So what?”
questions explain the advice for
further research.
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All in all, by following the structure required for each type of academic
writing, you will create comprehensive, detailed, and accurate content.
An accurate introduction, a well-developed main body, and an excellently
summarized conclusion is key in delivering content of outstanding
quality. Moreover, we suggest you check out other parts of the guide to
learn the peculiarities of the academic writing style, grammar, and essay
composition features.
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